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Naomi Aoki
Naomi received her M.A. in 2003 from the Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS) at Johns Hopkins University and is 
originally from Japan. During 2003-06, she served 
as a consultant at the World Bank in areas 
including fiscal decentralization and public 
expenditure management. She is currently a 
second-year Ph.D. student in Public Administration 
at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 
Affairs at Syracuse University.  Naomi’s main fields 
of interest include (de)centralization of public 
services delivery and organizational theories. 

Farah Dib 
Farah Dib has recently graduated from the Master 
of Public Administration program at the Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. She holds 
a Bachelor of Art in Economics from the 
American University of Beirut where she worked 
as an economic research assistant, analyzing gender 
differences in labor markets in the Middle East and 
North Africa.  She wrote her paper, which appears 
in this volume, as part of a course on Local Public 
Finance in Transitioning and Developing 
Economies at the Maxwell School.  

Rachel Fleishman
Rachel K. Fleishman is currently a PhD candidate 
in Public Administration at the Maxwell School, 
with a strong interest in environmental policy. 
Previous degrees include a B.A. in Chemistry from 
Vassar College and an M.S. in Natural Resources 
from the Ohio State University. Her dissertation 
focuses on watershed management in the U.S., 
although in the future she hopes to expand her 
research to include water-related problems faced by 
developing countries.

Tamara Hafner
Tamara worked in pharmaceutical research and 
development prior to joining the Maxwell School 
of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse 
University where she is currently a Ph.D. candidate 

in Public Administration.  She has general interests 
in global health, technological change and 
international development. Her current research 
focuses on pharmaceutical innovations in 
developing countries and the incentives needed to 
stimulate R&D on neglected diseases. 

Heather Klein
Heather received a BSFS in International 
Economics and a Certificate in Latin American 
Studies from Georgetown University in 2002.  She 
recently received a Master in Public Administration 
from the Maxwell School and is currently working 
as a Research Associate in the Global Studies 
Department of Samsung Economic Research 
Institute.

Jesse Lecy
Jesse Lecy worked in the field of humanitarian 
relief prior to earning a master’s degree in Public 
Policy at Carnegie Mellon.    He is continuing his 
education as a Ph.D. student in the Social Science 
program at the Maxwell School.    His research 
focuses on understanding how structural 
components of civil society create incentive 
systems that influence NGO behavior.    He also 
works on empirical issues of poverty measurement 
and modeling the impact of development 
interventions on communities.

Jacquelyn Micieli
A native of New York, Jackie has spent the past 
several years living in Western and Central New 
York while receiving her B.A. in Applied Music 
from SUNY Fredonia and her Master's in 
American Studies from the University at Buffalo. 
Currently at Syracuse University, Jackie is pursuing 
a second Master's degree  in Museum Studies and 
her Doctorate in the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs.    Her research 
interests include: queer diasporas, transnational 
feminisms, visual studies, geography and popular/
public cultures.
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Mark Z. Migliacci 
Mark Z. Migliacci received his BA in 
Environmental Policy and Analysis from Boston 
University (2000) and a certificate in French 
Language and Civilization from La Sorbonne in 
Paris, France (2005).  He has worked as an 
advocate for immigrants and refugees in Boston 
and taught courses in art and media in Singapore. 
During his time in Southeast Asia, he traveled 
widely and his encounters with the many peoples 
and cultures of the region sparked an interest in 
inter-governmental programs and international 
development. He has recently completed a Master 
of Public Administration at the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs with a focus on 
international development and finance. 

Lawren Sinnema
Lawren Sinnema is currently pursuing his MA in 
International Relations at the Maxwell School of 
Syracuse University.  During the summer of 2007, 
he worked with disadvantaged entrepreneurs in 
Cape Town, South Africa, while participating in a 

program at Stellenbosch University.  His research 
interests include economic development and HIV/
AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Diego Tisera
Diego completed his undergraduate degrees in 
economics and policy studies at Syracuse 
University and is currently a joint M.P.A and M.A 
in economics. His main interests are international 
development and trade economics. Prior to 
attending Maxwell, Diego was an international cost 
analyst for a security-contracting firm. 

Nicole Wilson
Nicole Wilson is a doctoral student in the 
Department of Anthropology at Syracuse 
University.    She completed her Bachelor's degree 
at  The University of Colorado at Boulder and is 
the author of "The Modernization of Hijras" 
published in the 2006 edition of the Maxwell 
Review.    She is currently researching Tamil Hindu 
Women's Religiosity in urban South India.
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