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Fabiola Cé6rdova

Fabiola Cérdova worked for more than three years
designing and implementing democracy-strengthening
programs across Latin America. Ms. Cérdova worked at
the Washington, DC-based National Democratic Institute,
where she managed programs to empower emerging
Latin American political party leaders; strengthen
political parties’ accountability and outreach efforts;
monitor the fairness of electoral processes; empower
women; and conduct political assessments. Ms. Cérdova
also lived and worked in Port-au-Prince, Haiti where
she helped design a new party development program.
Before NDI, Ms. Cérdova worked at the American Red
Cross in Central Massachusetts, where she managed its
international activities. She recently completed a Master’s
degree in Public Administration at the Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs, and was a Graduate
Assistant at the Moynihan Institute of Global Affairs at
Syracuse University. Fabiola Cérdova was born in Bolivia,
she received a Bachelors’ degree in International Relations
and Poreign Languages from Clark University, and is
fluent in Spanish, English, French and German.

Janouska Grandoit

Janouska Grandoit is currently a second year Masters
student in International Relations and Economics at
the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs.
Her studies while at Maxwell have focused on Global
Development and the Caribbean, particularly Haiti, her
family’s country of origin. She is particulatly interested
in the contribution of the Caribbean diaspora to
development in the region. In 1999, she received her
BA in International Relations and Africana Studies from
Wellesley College. After graduation she went on to intern
at the Women Foreign Policy Group, the Phelps Stokes
Fund’s International Visitor Program in Washington, DC,
and Worldco Financial Services, a trading firm, in New
York City. Janouska has lived in Dakar, Senegal where
she studied international development and worked for a
women’s credit mutual.  After completion of her studies
at the Maxwell School, Janouska would like to apply
her skills to work contributing to Caribbean regional
development.

sourav guha

sourav guha has worked in the education sector, running
a service-learning program for middle school students
for the AmeriCorps affiliate City Year, in Columbus,
Ohio, and serving as an Assistant Dean of Admission
at Wesleyan University, his undergraduate alma mater.
He holds a BA in cultural anthropology from Wesleyan,
an MA from the University of Michigan in South Asian
Studies, and an MPA from the Maxwell School.

Casey Hanewall

Casey Hanewall holds eight years of experience in the
field of international development. He has designed
and managed several US. Agency for International
Development  programs  focused on  economic
development in Latin America and the Caribbean, and
has lived and worked throughout the region. He has also
served as Senior Advisor for Program Development for
the National Democratic Institute, a nongovernmental
organization dedicated to strengthening democracy
worldwide. Casey received his bachelor’s degree in Foreign
Service from Georgetown University, with an emphasis on
international relations, law, and organization. He recently
earned his Master’s degree in Public Administration from
the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, and currently

works as an analyst for the Government Accountability
Office.

Allen Hollenbach

Allen Hollenbach holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Political
Science from Houghton College and an MPA from the
Maxwell School of Syracuse University. Mr. Hollenbach’s
technical interests -- which center around environmental
management and local governance -- include decentralized
natural resources management, water supply and sanitation
service provision, and environmental finance. Presently,
Mr. Hollenbach is working in Indonesia on a USAID-
funded initiative to improve access to adequate water
supply and sanitation services.

Wossenyelesh Mazengia

Wossenyelesh Mazengia has worked as a journalist at
the Voice of America covering African issues. In 2001,
she was a Fulbright scholar at Addis Ababa University,
researching the impact of sexual violence on gitls’
education in Ethiopia. Her interests include foreign
policy and gender and development. She has a bachelor’s
degree in International Relations from Juniata College
and is currently completing master’s degrees in Public
Administration and International Relations at the Maxwell
School.

Laura McKechnie

Laura McKechnie is a Presidential Management Fellow
working for the United States Department of State. Her
interests include economic development in Latin America
and national security issues. She holds Master’s degrees
in Public Administration and International Relations
from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, and a
bachelor’s degree in Journalism from the University of
Maryland. Her experiences range from volunteering in
Peru to nonprofit fundraising in Washington, DC.
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Quy Kim Nguyen

Quy Kim Nguyen was a Program Officer for Development
at the Danish Embassy in Hanoi, Vietnam where she
worked in the area of poverty reduction. She ecarned a
BA in Sociology from the National University of Social
Sciences in Hanoi. She is the recipient of a Fulbright
scholarship to study for the MA in Public Administration
degree at the Maxwell School of Syracuse University and
has focused on the social, economic and cultural aspects
of how gender issues relate to poverty reduction in
developing countries.

Sharon Pailler

Sharon Pailler is currently pursuing her MS in Forest
Resource Policy at SUNY-ESE and her MPA at Syracuse
University’s Maxwell School. Prior to graduate work,
Sharon was an enthusiastic waitress and avid climber
in New Hampshire. She received her undergraduate
degree in biology from the University of Kansas and
subsequently served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Guinea,
West Africa. Sharon’s professional interests include
sustainable resource use, international development, and
wildlife-human conflict.

Sapan Parekh

Sapan Parekh’s interests range from multicultural
education to conflict management, from fiction-writing to
teaching. He attended Washington University in St. Louis,
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Anthropology
and Environmental Studies, with specialized classwork
in Business and Religious Studies. He spent one year
teaching English and citizenship preparation courses to
refugees. Sapan recently left Syracuse University with
a Master of Arts in International Relations from the
Maxwell School. He focused on Asia, on intercultural
communication and negotiation, and on international
conflict management.

Venkata Rama Sastry Pidaparthi
Venkata Rama Sastry Pidaparthi is an Indian Police
Service officer. Presently he is working as Deputy
Inspector General, Economic Offenses Wing in the
Central Bureau of Investigation, India. His interests
include anti-corruption and conflict resolution. Venkata
holds a master’s degree in Industrial Management from
the Indian Institute of Technology and has recently
completed a masters’ program in Public Administration
from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.

Meghan Rasmussen

Meghan Rasmussen has worked in humanitarian relief
and public health in the US. non-profit sector. Her
interests also include economic development, minority
rights, and intercultural communication, with a particular
focus on Turkey and the Middle East. She has a bachelor’s
degree in Economics from Bowdoin College and is
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completing master’s degrees in Public Administration and
International Relations at the Maxwell School of Syracuse
University.

Benjamin Rempell

Benjamin Rempell has worked with U.S. and international
non-profit organizations on conflict resolution in Serbia,
Bosnia, and Israel/Palestine. He has also lived and studied
in India, Tibet, and Latin America. Benjamin has received
a master’s degree in Public Administration from the
Maxwell School of Syracuse University and is currently
completing a master’s degree in International Affairs from
Johns Hopkins SAIS with foci in International Economics
and Conflict Management.

Bandita Sijapati

Bandita Sijapati is a doctoral student in Social Science
at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs
at Syracuse University. Her research involves student
activism, transnationalism, social movements, and class
conflicts. She has a Masters degree from Columbia
University, New York, and a Bachelors degree from
Macalester College, Minnesota. She is the co-author of
A Kingdom Under Siege: Nepal’s Maoist Insurgency, 1996-2003
(Printhouse, 2003 and Zed Books, 2005) and co-editor
of Women Making Peace: Strengthening Women's Role in Peace
Process (SAFHR, Kathmandu, 2002) and has contributed a
section to Social and Economic Conditions of East Timor
(International Conflict Resolution Program, New York,
1999). Prior to joining Syracuse University, she worked
as a Research Officer for UNDP’ South Asia Poverty
Alleviation Programme in Nepal.

Stephanie Smith

Stephanie Smith is a doctoral student in Public
Administration at the Maxwell School of Citizenship
and Public Affairs at Syracuse University. Her research
interests include development policy and administration,
comparative administration, and nongovernmental and
nonprofit organizations. She obtained her MPA from
San Francisco State University in 2004 after working in
the US. nonprofit sector and serving as a Peace Corps
volunteer in Russia.



