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Directordés Message

he South Asia Center is vital and busy, and we have much to celebrate this year. To begin with our reaffirmed, ongoing ex-
istence: We learned late last spring that both proposals submitted by the-Sgraelise consortium to the Department of
Education were successful. Our consortium was renewed as a FLAS (Foreign Language and Area Studies) center and an

NRC (National Resource Center) for South Asian Studies. It is true that C8ymatluse South Asia consortium has been renewed

consistently every thregear cycle since its birth in 1985. Nonetheless, the process was, as alwaybjtangakperience Every

cycle some old Centers lose their status while newly ambitious institutions receive awards. Our success is a resogmitiony reco

of the ever increasing excellence of our South Asia faculty, our language teaching, our library resources, and our lagspicious

tion in the Maxwell School's Moynihan Institute, as well as a fruitful partnership with Cornell. As Director, | am degily tgr

many persons whose efforts led to this success, among whom our dedicated and overworked Associate Director, Jishnu Shankar

and Outreach Coordinator, Kasturi Gupta, come first. In the past these Department of Education grants have yesam three

awards, but more was at stake this round as the award period is four years and takes us through spring 2010. Traédevea lite

side, in that the level of funding was significantly less than we hoped; these cuts wergtesdbossd and no reflection ohe

quality of our Center. Nonetheless, we find ourselves pressed to seek additional institutional support to keep ouracae prog

flourishing.

Back to pure ups: Last year saw the tenuring of two core South Asia faculty, Tula Goenka in Newhouse and Prema Kuriel
in Sociology. This year we have every reason to anticipate that Cecilia vanHollen will complete her smooth passagito tenure
Anthropology. Moreover, academic year 28W6saw an amazing bonanza for our Center: four new faculty with South Asia re-
search foci hired in regular lines. Three joined in the fall: Farzana Afridi in Economics, Iswari Pandey in Writing anid,Rhet
and Romita Ray in Fine Arts. You can read about them in this newsletter. The fourth person, Jennifer Hyndman in theDepartme
of the Geography, we welcome this spring and will highlight in our next edition. All four new faculty members are feataked sp
ers in our spring seminar series celebrating local talent. This academic year we also welcome back to our campus Syi@cuse Ant
pology alum Alicia DeNicola, who is a postdoctoral fellow here in the Humanities. Our faculty continue to rake in fellowships
awards and honors and to pour out publications and presentations. You can read in this newsletter about Prema Kuoen's Woodr
Wilson Fellowship, as well as many other recent achievements of our accomplished crew.

Our seminar series, one of a few truly interdisciplinary intellectual communities on this campus, draws enthusiastic patrtici-
pants including undergraduates, graduate students, faculty and community members. Our Outreach year began with atterrific eve
Jishnu and Kasturi organiz&buth Asia Panorama an educational evening for the Central New York Council for the Social
Studies, which launched in style what we hope will be a-teng collaboration. The teachers who attended were wowed by topi-
cal presentations from Srikrishna Ayyangar, Payal Banerjee, and Subho Basu, as well as the political folk art exhitityprovide
Sue Wadley. In the fall CorneByracuse consortium initiated a new venture: each semester we will gather scholars witlestn inte
in South Asia who are based at institutions scattered throughout our region. The first meeting, held at Cornell in Neaseber,
smashing success. This March we will meet again in association with an Ithaca College program on Jewish cultures tof-india fea
ing music, art and academic presentations.

The future holds additional challenges and promises. We are already busily preparing for a pedagogical adventure: Soutt
Asian language offerings via new distance learning technology in the Humanities Center. In Fall 07 we expect to make
"Introduction to Bengali" as taught at Cornell available to students in Syracuse, with aspatker preceptor physically pent
in the classroom. In the same fashion, on their campus, Cornell students will be able to enroll in our Tamil 101.

Although there are no big conferences this spring, we have two extraordinary events planned for the last week-of March
made possible by egponsorship from multiple sources across campus. On Wednesday, March 28 at 4 pm, we host a drama troupt
from India who will give us a taste of political street theater; and on Thursday March 29 at 7 pm, we present a flufeatancert
ing both Indian and Japanese flute music. Moreover, look for an quaidked fall. Our consortium partner Cornell is planrdng
South Asia symposium in association with the Future of Minority Studies Research Project (Part | of this conferencetinok plac
Delhi this winter), as well as a workshop on Afghanistan. And on September 29 Syracuse Witespment, Politics and Pub-
lic Health Issues in South Asi&ecilia vanHollen is the chief organizer for this, and plans are well underway.

In sum, your South Asia Center is in perpetual motion and we welcome your requests, ideas and involvement.

Ann Grodzins Gold

aggold@syr.edu


mailto:aggold@syr.edu

PAGE2

OUTREACH BULLETIN

New Faces at Syracuse University

Farzana Afridi

cations in a globalizing world is truly note- South Asian art Diaspoiiaa mobile set
worthy. Her enthusiasm stems from the facof ideas and aesthetics. Questions like

that developing nations are in such a dy-
namic and volatile stage of their political
and economic lives. To be a part of the

Dr. Far-
zana Af-
ridi grew

where else in the world South Asian art is
being created and how it brings ideas to-
gether are important in this regard.

up in In-
dia and
did her
under-
" graduate
= study in

- Econom-
ics at the highly competitive Lady
Shri Ram College for Women in
New Delhi. She then went on to

changing developing world and to be study- She is involved in projects with
ing an enormous chunk of the world populamuseum collections around the world; the
tion seems highly relevant to her as we ap-most current one being an exhibition ex-
proach ideas of global citizenship. Dr. Af- amining the British Empire in the £&nd

ridi plans to continue researching and pub-19" Century. The exhibition will open in
lishing especially on education and health ihondon in March 2007. An aspect of her
developing countries. She is particularly  profession that she particularly treasures
appreciative of the support of her colleaguéas when she is traveling to find art and

at the Maxwell School, and for their exper- architecture pieces from different parts of
tise and expectations which she finds inspithe world. Dr. Ray describes such projects

undertake graduate study at the preing and motivating.
mier institution for the discipliné
Delhi School of Economics and
migrated to the US for her doctoral
program which she completed at t
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Dr. Afridids pas
goes back a long way, as she gear
her concentration in high school
toward the discipline. She prefers t
understand the discipline of Eco-
nomics from a broad perspective a:
a study in human behavior with
widespread relevance in arenas su
as politics, sociology, and global
affairs.

Romita Ray

Dr. Romita Ray
grew up in Cal-
cuttai the city
thét Sebd%as
the Indian capi-
tal during Brit-
ish rule. Har-
boring dreams
of being a clas-
sicist, she stud-
ied European
art during her
o ) undergraduate work and into her graduate
. Her specific interests in the career. While working on a book that dealt
field of Economics lie in the areas \ith victorian women authors and artists,
of development and economics,  ghe chanced upon Emily Eden who was a
family issues, demography and pubgyitish writer and artist living in India dur-
lic fmanc_e. She conducted f|eldworlqng the Raj. Dr. Ray calls this finding a
researching school meal programs # 1y 5 ppy & oneihat determived the
and their impact in South Central  ¢qyrse of her professional and academic

as playing detective and hunting for art as
transforming her experiences of cities.
She also enjoys exchanging ideas and
conversations with other artists who are
equally passionate aboutdécovering

the world through art.

Dr. Ray is excited about being at
Syracuse University and is encouraged by
the support she has received from the
South Asia Center. She is currently work-
ing on manuscripts for two bookghe
first is about a landscape aesthetic when
applied to a foreign place; and the second
is a visual history of tea consumption in
Britain and her colonies with the hope of
understanding the Raj by looking at other
parts of the empire. Dr. Ray feels that her
discipline is highly relevant in a world
that is increasingly witnessing a merging
of cultures and identities where paradoxi-
cally, the notion of the empire is very
much alive. The study of art history al-
lows a study of the exchange of ideas

Madhya Pradesha state in Central career. She realized that very few art scholtfough art, language, architecture, and

India. The project involved interac- grs were trained art historians on British
tion with rural communities to OVer- |ngia, Her curiosity and responsibility to-
see the implementation of the meal yyarq a huge part of Indian political and ar-
programs and to examine how pub-tistic history steered her graduate studies
lic programs in general were imple- ang current interests which lie in British

mented and their impacts measuredngia and contemporary South Asian art a
in India. She describes this project 5/chitecture.

as the single most exciting experi- Dr. Ray describes her research a
ence of her

date to provide free lunch to public ¢qyer |ndia through different lenses and
primary schools in 1995 and a anges a country

cookedmeal program in 2000
which greatly improved nutrition

Car egofkas eRfemely dcifink Betalst it -7 @

gram resulted in a government manods her the opportunity to travel and redis !

she hez
past eighteen years. She admits that in mg

philosophy which bind communities to-
gether.

Iswari Pandey

Dr. Iswari
Pandey

was born

and raised

in the mid

hills of the
Himalayas

= inKathor t
£ mandu,

and health in the region.
Her deep commitment to

ways a sense of nostalgia and belonging has where he
also been a driving force in her adventuresdid his graduate work and then went on to
discoveries, and travels around the world. teach in the Tribhuwan University. Dr.

academia as well as practical impli-pr Ray is also extremely interested in the Pandey, comes from a very eclectic back-

he
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ground, having spent some time servingf anyone had trouble reading in San-
as a community activist, as a journalist skrit. On one occasion, there was a
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mentor who worked in West Bengal in In-
dia. Therefore, it was only by serendipity

as well as a radio and news broadcastewoman who asked him to assist her in that her interest in South Asia bloomed and

He did his M.A. with a focus on reading a letter. As he was going
British postcolonial literature related to through it, he chanced upon some
South Asia. His hunger and interestforwor ds t hat he

she came to Syracuse University for her
PhD where she was mentored by Dr. Sue

di d wWadley who was thes directoraf.the Haath

knowledge was never quite satiated andvas baffled at these new foreign wordsisia Center. She became interested in
so he went on to pursue his PhD at the which seemed quite strange to him. Hestudying the development and sustenance of

University of Louisville.
Dr. Pandey's area of expertise is
Cultural rhetoric, an area of research

made up his mind to learn them: the
words were in English.

business ventures that are family centered
rather than based on corporate ideologies.

Dr. Iswari Pandey has spent one Her own childhood spent in a logging town

which is quite as interesting as it soundsemester at Syracuse University, and hehere her parents owned a small business

The research involves examining how seems to be adjusting well to the stu-
rhetoric differs in different cultures, and dent population and his colleagues.
is extremely relevant in todayds

given the merging of different cultures
due to globalization. He also is an eXPerhjicia De Nicola: A Familiar Face

Returns to Syracuse

on ethnography and analytical writing.
Naturally, given his vast knowledge
on cultural issues and his diverse back-
ground, | had to ask how he stumbled
onto this field. Was it an interest he al-
ways had, or purely accidental? His an-
swer was not only romantic it was in-
spiring. To Dr. Pandey, being able to
respond to texts that have analyzed his
culture as a colony was rewarding. The

also motivated her to focus on South Aisia
a region that culturally valued holding fami-

w o lred addd communities together.

Dr. DeNicola spent a year and a
half completing language training and
studying blockprinting businesses in Ra-
jasthan. She is particularly interested in the
intersection of work and the environment
and has been researching availability of
water resources in a small town in Rajasthan
and how government regulation affects in-
dependent businesses that run the econo-
mies of towns and small cities. Dr. DeNi-
cola is fascinated by the study of class and
the social construction of poor, middle,

ability to voice his own opinions not
merely as a member of a colonized stat
but as a person, an individual, empow-
ered him. He found that the ability to
make changes in the way people under
stand the world, and assisting them in
voicing these understandings, is ex-
tremely rewarding. He believes that es-

working or educated classes.

Although the journey from Flor-
ence to Syracuse via Rajasthan has been
long and rewarding and there is not much
that Dr. DeNicola would change, she admits
that it hasndt been
her husband in India was very difficult and
acclimatizing to living in India took some
pecially in the context of a world that is time. But her stay in India was made special
headed towards globalization, his currerr. Alicia DeNicola is originally from by her two hosts who were teachers. She
research proves to be extremely relevarglorence, Oregon a small logging and reminisces about casual dinners when all
due to its interdisciplinary nature. It tourist town on the West Coast. Trainethree cooked and ate togetlighis is how
merges cultural, social, literary and rhe-as a journalist, she worked in Florenceshe came to know about and live her life in
torical analysis and studies. This is veryfor a local newspaper where she treas-India, through becoming part of another
important in the merging of cultures andured the closénit community and the community.
trying to understand them. He  opportunity to talk and get to know the
believes that his discipline plays an im- local people. Upon moving to Balti- . o ; :
portant role in the emerging global con- more she began working with larger teaching and is mteresteq in pursuing her
text which is an art of global citizenship newspapers which did not afford her researCh_qn anthrqpologlcal links among
i his job is writing about and composingthe same scope to communicate on |o-COMmunities b(_)th_ln. Oregon and India. She
that art. The field of writing and rhetoric cal issues. Being swept in an imper- feels that the discipline of Anthropology is
is not just about teaching grammar, it~ sonal tide of stories took away the joy Mdhly pertinent in a globalizing world be-
stretches its branches to acquire a moreof journalism and she discovered that 2US€ In answering questions of how to un-
humanistic nature and to aid in socio-  the discipline of Anthropology would der_stand and make our world better, thgre is
logical inquiry. allow her to sustain her interest in the & history that needs to be contended with
While in school, Dr. Pandey  needs and mechanisms of the commu-and worked through. Anthropology allows
used to be capable of memorizing and nity in a more detailed manner than  1oF réflexivity and helps in understanding
reciting Sanskrit text very quickly and  journalism would. global communities through which change
even won awards for that talent. He used During Dr. DeNAP§aBeLd g aduy-
to be so good at Sanskrit that in his vil- ate work at Brandeis University, she
lage, he used to be the person sought obecame involved in research with a

eas

Dr. DeNicola plans to continue
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OUTREACH EVENT AT LONG BRANCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL & Kasturi Gupta/Suprita Kudesia

was sitting at work when my computer told me that | had new mail. | turned around ar

an email from Long Branch Elementary School. The name was not familiar and | was
trigued. The email was a request for the Outreach Coordinator to participate Hoaglayent
on international cultures. | was asked to engage elementary school children in a presentat
India. My first reaction was surprise. Being a graduate student | am used to talking and mi
presentations on South Asia to adults, | have never presented in front of young children.

I i mmedi ately rushed to Jishnuds office
tressed, gave me a bright smile offered me a cookie and asked me to relax. He explained
that these were little children who would appreciate exposure to elements of Indian culture ;
Jishnu, Suprita and | brainstormed together and decided to make the girls wear saris as an mtroductlon to Indiaravlbeesadr
tattoos/designs on their hands; tell them about Diwali and lastly serve them samosas as a taste of Indian cuisine.

Suprita and | reached Long Branch Elementary School very early in the morning. As we were entering the school we sdw all th
school kids smiling and waving at us. We were greeted by the samblers and parent volunteers who were participating in ihe
program. We were allotted a huge classroom which also had all the technological amenities. Surpita got busy decomating {he ro
with maps, posters and beautiful Indian rugs and curtains, while | started baking the samosas for the program.

Our first audience was a group df Braders. Strangely enough, both Suprita and | were very tense and excited at the same time.
We started by greeting them with a Namaste and asked everyone to join in doing so. While | got busy with designingohsnna tatt
on everyonef6s hands, Suprita started explaining abasarit |Di w
draping session. All the hands went up, including hands of little boys. The girls were all excited once they wore titkhaalris g
bindis on their foreheads. | also asked the class teacher to wear a sari. At the end of the sari draping, we servexséme $amqs
have never seen them di sappear so fast. The chil dr enre hjad
communicated with each other if there were so many languages. Some even knew that India had been colonized by thegritish w
explained the prevalence of English as a major language in India.

Before we knew it, the day was over. The experience was extremely rewarding because of the enthusiasm of the children who
participated. All were extremely adventurous and yearning to know more about new places and people. It was an exaliert initi
by the Long Branch Elementary School and | was glad to have been given the opportunity to participate.

CENTRAL NEW YORK SCHOLARS OF SOUTH ASIA ASSOCIATION MEETING
(Summarized from the report by Durga Bor, South Asia Program, Cornell University)

he Consortium of the South Asia Program at Cornell and the South Asia Center at Syracuse University hosted the ingugural
meeting of the Central New York Scholars of South Asia Association (CNYSSAA) on Saturday, November 4, 2006, on the
Cornell campus. The aim of this newly formed organization is to meet at least twice yearly, share research experiéeaes and i
from a broad range of disciplines, and perhaps eventually develop some joint resedrch
undertakings.
The highlight of the day was a pajnel
crosscountry perspectives: possibilitiep foc
resentative panel of Cornell and Syracuse core South Asia faculty talked about thel ways
in which their work may be seen to cross regional and national boundaries and alsp about
potential collaborations to create cragsgional and transnational conversations. Alakia

Basu, Cornell 6s South Asia Program Di|rec
described her research on demographic change in Bangladesh and the state of Wegst Ben
gal in India; Chandra Talpade Mohanty (S

Studies) described her own personal and professional journey as a feminist scholay and
activist; Professor Emeritus Kenneth Kennedy (Cornell University, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) gave|an ac-
count of his orgoing research about the palaesoanthropology of South Asia; Subho Basu (Syracuse University, Departmenf of His
tory) touched on three separate researchtépicer c ol oni al capital and 987 loethededons psi
ship between state and society in Nepal, and on Bengali travel writings of the late colonial period; Iftikar Dadi (CimersityJn
Deparatment of the History of Art) described the two themes of his work, the theorization of the role of the moderhandhe gr
visual culture of the nehiVest, and the methodological insights of this first theme; Romita Ray (Syracuse University, Depafrtment
Fine Arts) gave a lively description of her research on the visual history of tea consumption in Europe and the coldoéesieand
Waghorne (Syracuse University, Department of Religion) gave a summary of her work on contemporary Hindu temples and the
Hindu diaspora. The day closed with a brainstorming about future activities around which the association can meetibi@tye| poss
is a workshop on developments in research methoddleggsscultural and crosslisciplinaryi that are particularly relevant t
South Asian Studies. We also invite all scholars of South Asia to join our group. You can be putoraiHeeby sendingour
name and college or university (independent scholars are welcome as well) to nsjl@cornell.edu.
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Spring Events

Maya Dodd, Princeton University

Genres of Indian Freedom:

Diaries of Democracy Since the Emergency of 1975
January 23, 12:301:50 pm, 341 Eggers

Ronald Herring, Cornell University

Social Origins of [Degrees of] Democracy

in South Asia: Revisiti
February 06, 12:361:50pm, 060 Eggers

ng

Jamie Johnson, Syracuse University
Conserving Heritage, Constructing Identity:
Saving Place in a Himalayan Tourist Town
February 13, 12:301:50 pm, 341 Eggers

Amina Jamal, SUNY, Potsdam
Transnational Feminism and Muslim Women
February 20, 12:301:50pm, 341 Eggers

Farzana Afridi, Syracuse University
School Meals in India: An Impact Assessment
February 28, 4:.00 pm, 100 Eggers

Subho Basu,Syracuse University

Reading Colonial Geography and Ideas of Global Hierarchy
of Civilizations among Bengali Literati

March 6, 12:30° 1:50 pm, 341 Eggers

Romita Ray, Syracuse University

Storm in a Teacup? Visualizing Tea Consumption in British
India

March 20, 12:3071 1:50 pm, 341 Eggers

Jennifer Hyndman, Syracuse University

The Securitization of Fear in PeBsunami Sri Lanka

March 27, 12:301:50pm, 341 Eggers

Jana Natya Manch (Peopleds Th
Voh Bol Uthi ( And She Spoke Up) andNahi Qabool
(Unacceptable!)

B aMarch 28,g110000pm, Elgers Coméinens Pu z z | e

Indian Classical & Indo-Japanese Crossover Music
March 29, 7pm, Maxwell Auditorium

Iswari Pandey, Syracuse University
Engendering AAuthentico
April 3, 12:30-1:50pm, 341 Eggers

Cul tu

Diya Das,Syracuse University

Moushumi Shabnam, Syracuse University

Immigrants in Queens, NY in the post 9/11 era: an ethno-
graphic study

William Kuracina, Syracuse University

A Paradoxical Resistance:contextualizing Indian National-
ism and British Imperialism

April 17, 12:30i 1:50pm, 341 Eggers

Bandita Sijapati, Syracuse University

Political Socialization in Transnational Spaces: the Case |of
Nepali Diaspora

April 24, 12.300 1.50pm, 341 Eggers

Jana Natya Manch (Peopl €
Voh Bol Uthi ( And She Spoke Up) andNahi Qabool
(Unacceptable!)

March 28, 4:00 pm, Eggers Commons

D hdiah Blassidalr& éndoGlapanese Crogsover Besio:

p—

featuring Tim Hoffman, shakuhatchi, and Mayookh
Bhaumik, tabla
March 29, 7pm, Maxwell Auditorium




