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I n the zero degree chill of Upstate New York in January, it is hard to think about South

Asia, heat, dust, drought and monsoons. But 2008 and 2009 have brought many chal-
lenges to the region and those of us who care enormously about its people and their welfare,
whether from years of study, family connections, close friendships and more. Our Afghani
students worry incessantly about their fam
from Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh share similar worries. | shall never forget
WMwal king into my daughter 6s hdmulsaew asta yT, h aiinSos
@ddo you think about Mumbai ?d6 to which | rep
news we had heard on ou#® |whsdluedeto BBO forBhe sekto n ,
24 hour® after immediately reaching out to our undergraduate students in Mysore to be as-

sured of their safety.

Just today, more suicide bombers hit Kabul. Thousands of civilians are threatened in the Jaffna region of Sri
Lanka. Pakistan faces constant threats, internal and external. On a more positive note, Bangladesh had a postponed
election that was largely peaceful, with a turnout of more than 80 percent, resulting in an overwhelming mandate for
Shei kh Hasina and the Awami League. Nepal 6s civil w
downturn, and thus far global warming. But enormous challenges continue to face the region.

All of these suggest why the South Asia Center exists, to allow us to begin to understand the compiex events
human, religious, artistic, economic, cultural, geographic, environmémaalare occurring and have occurred there.
We as faculty face the challenge of bringing our insights to our students and our communities. To this end, we wel-
come new faculy Farhana Sultana and her focus on the environment; Robert Doyle, not new to Syracuse but to
South Asia and his work on vaccines for children; and Tim DyefioreeSU FLAS student now returned to Public
Administration and Upstate Medical University, and his focus on health care throughout the region. Moreover, Jenni-
fer Smith has transitioned from being a grad student (and FLAS recipient) in Civil Engineering and Public Administra-
tion to teaching in our partner school, SUHE$F, with a particular interest in sustainability.

All of this energy means that the study of South Asia thrives at SU. Innovative programs by Tula Goenka and
John Thompson take students to India for shortdripsla for four weeks in the summer to Bollywood and John for
two weeks between semesters for art in Rajasthan and Delhi. This past fall, four students studied iintigsore
Honors Capstone projects will come out of that cadre. This winter, a group of management and iSchool students leave
for India to work as graduate interns for JP MorganCase.

In a different vein, Tazim Kassam led a program on Muslim Cultures in
Pg 5: SU students in Rajastha-ondon this past summiras a returned student noted just this week, it was the
ideal locale for understanding Islam in its various cultural manifestétiand its
Pg 67: Faculty Updates varied foods! As seen later in this newsletter, our faculty are fully engaged in schol-
arship, teaching and communicating the knowledge they have gained. Working with
the Mellon Humanities Corridor (linking Rochester, Syracuse and Cornell), we have
Pg 10: Hindu & Hindus in participated in workshops exploring the history, religion and music of the Indian

Content

Pg 89: Dan Smiths Ramayanz

QD

Trinidad Ocean region.
_ Next year weol | e X a miihrough ourrOnteeach Rrae | i ¢
Pg 11: SU in Bollywood gram, we connect with local schools and teachers in th2 iange, while our semi-
Pg 1213: Book Review nars and workshops reach out to our co
doing our jold studying, learning and communicating what we learn.
Pg 15: Student Updates So | return to the South Asia Center as Director for another 18 months.

With our wonderful students and faculty, we have the opportunity to expand our
work, to engage in new issues, to learn and communicate yet

Contd on pg 4
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New Faces at Syracuse University

Robert Doyle creating affordable, easily accessible to Syracuse, she was a faculty member
fi Our yagcinations against tetanus and rotaviin the Department of Geography at
search  rus for the children of developingna- Ki ngdés Col IAame Londo
will have tions. academic who would liked to be
an enor- During my interviewwithDr. i denti fi ed as an #f@Ain
mously  Doyle, | truly admired his enthusiasm s chol ar , 6 Prof . Sul ta
positive  for his new project and his appreciationinterests and interdisciplinary projects,
impact on of his team. Doyle states the current combining earth sciences and social
people  project with the Serum Institute is ex- sciences.
well be- tremely rewarding as it not only a Prof. Sultanads wo
yond breakthrough in science, but the projecthe intertwined relationship between
Syracuse can fireally make aatukiaidfsaiety and its implications v i
University: Thisistrulyschol- | i ves. 0 I n short ,k fobdevelopenentShe alsghadarsge- c o0 's
arship idnPréhct ivage&i nati ons, D o y lcia passiom on wadea poliids indludimgm ¢
Robert Doyle, Ph. D. increase the distribution in developing water governance and water rights. Dr.
countries, and saving the livesofhun-Sul t ana st at es, N Wa t
Prof. Robert Doyle has currently qreds of thousands of children. lens through which | look at the social
created a link between Syracuse Dr. Doyle admitsthatashehasi mpl i cati ons of envi
University and the global South inrayeled several countries, but has not She has done extensive work on
a mission to save the lives of chilyet yisited India and certainly hopes to the management and mismanagement
dren of third world countries.  go 50 in the near future. At times of de-of water and its impacts on gender and
Dr. Doyle received his  ¢jining economy and human spirits, weclass relations. Although much of her
undergraduate degree in Natural 5re proud to have Dr. Doyle in our fac-field work has been primarily in her
Science and Graduate diploma inyjty one who can truly make a differ- home country of Bangladesh, her con-

Statistics, both at Universityof e nce. More i nf or maeptuatizations nan Berprojecaoty ade 6 s
Dublin, Ireland. He then pursued rgsearch work and achievements: dress global issues as well. For three

three post doctorate degrees, on http://chemistry.syr.edu/faculty/ years, she served as a Program Officer
synthetic chemistry at University goyje html at the United Nations Development

of Dublin, on bioconjugate chem- Program (UNDP) in Bangladesh,

istry at Australian National Uni- Farhana Sultana bringing policy experience to her aca-
versity, and molecular biology at AW . denﬂiCﬁNQrk-

Yale University. hWater 1 r Sultanads curr

Theoretical Lens,
through which |
look at the Social

Prof. Robert Doyle joined
the Chemistry faculty in 2005.
After establishing his own labora-
tory, his dedicated research team
and hard work soon attracted the
attention of top researchers. Prof.
Doyl edbs revol uti
developing the oral form of insu-
lin intrigued several companies
and manufacturers worldwide,

plans include more tdepth work on
social implications of climate change,
Implications of particularly in South Asia. Although
Environmental her previous work has included focus-
Ch an gReod, ing_on rurlelll_ WatEr governance, her new

_ project will is urban water governance
{%T%éaarseltﬁna" il Dhaka, Bangladesh. More informa-

tion on Dr. Sultanabd

Dr. achievements can be foundhdp://

including the Serum Institute of Farhana Sultana joined the Maxwell www.maxwell.syr.edu/geo/faculty/

India. The Serum Institute of [n. School in Fall 2008 aan Assistant sultana.htm

dia is the wor |Jyessorinihe pepatmentof o 4 ¢ ey Timothys Dy Dy _

of measles and diptheriatanus Geogra_phy. [_)r. Sul tan ational
pertussis (DPT) vaccines, em- backgrOl_Jnd includes B.Ain Geology A am a Medical INGE
ploying more than 6000 workers. an_d Envwonmentgl Studies from 5 Prof. Tim Dve. Ph.D

The Serum Institute has recentlypr'nceton University and Masters and ' ye, Fn.b.

partnered with TP qegreﬁfahi/? Eeggsaphy fran, 1, dWhen | was 8 years old, | became in-
and awarded a $250,000 grant foMniversity of Minnesota. Before comingerested on stories about explorers in
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Tibet. | started making trips to Syra-worked in India, interviewing doc- versity in Dhaka, Bangladesh,

cuse University library to take out tors and workers in Rajasthan, DelltMohammad has a deep love for English
and Mumbai, with a focus on cancdliterature and a growing concern for
diagnosis and treatment. From  presenting the literature of his native
2000 to 2003, he also worked with language to both westerners and to
Media Lab Asia, an initiative from those of his own culture who have lost
the Government of Indiaand Mas-t hei r connections to
sachusetts Institute of Technology torical heritage. Prior to beginning his
to analyze how the public would  work teaching Bengali here,

benefit from technology in improv- Mohammad attended a training session
ing health care, focusing on Hara- for Fulbright teachers at Columbia Uni-
yana and the environs of Delhin  versity. One of his goals to is work as a
books about Dalai Lama and Tibet. 2003, Prof. Dye finally made it to translator as well as to return to teaching
The more | read, the more | becameTibet with a project on maternal andnglish in Bangladesh.

interested in their culturenusic, child health. Critical here is that he

food, and their literature. | still have was fortunate to get permission

the book call ed fiothaltthemfjor govelnmantd s
i n my b oAnkss began Dro agencies to work in Tibet, Professor Anﬁutal Eférghant Extravaqanza at

Dyeds unigue intbyeds wor Hi bembiam for 0.6y gy
the people of the Himalayas. with epidemiology, public health B Y < !

Dr. Tim Dye, now Professorand t echnol ogy. ipol -
of Public Health and Preventive ogy in ways that usu -

Medicine at Upstate Medical Schoolally think about... In Tibet, we used
and an Adjunct Professor in Public anthropology to study food procure-
Administration, the Maxwell School, ment growing and preparing food.
began his affiliation with the South In India, we used integrated anthro-
Asian region in 1984 when he was pology with medical oncology. We
an undergraduate student in anthro-work with biologists, physicians,
pology at Syracuse University. Prof. scientists, geographers. This isa South Asia Center stall at the Zog
Dye notes that his initial backgroundmu | t i di sci pl i nar
at Syracuse University solidified his Prof. Dye has returned to
career. He further praised two of hisSyracuse to aid in the new Masters
professors in helping him develop in Public Health being jointly of-
his passion towards South A8ia fered by Syracuse University and
Susan Wadley, the current director dipstate Medical University.
the South Asia Center, and the late He looks forward to recon-
Agehananda Bharati whose coursesnecting with our South Asia Center
in anthropology and on the Himala- and possibly reviving the course on
yas fed his passion. Prof. Dye has the Himalayas that he took long ago
remained connected to South Asia with Professor Bharati. He also  Prof- Romita Ray & Kasturi Gupta A
ever since. After completing his BA seeks to do more researchon ~ Wi t h t he el ephant §
in Anthropology, he studied Hindi  chronic diseases in India. He is a
through a FLAS fellowship while  valuable addition to our South Asia
completing his Masters degrees in faculty.
International Relations and Public
Administration. Mohammad M. Haque
Shifting to SUNY Buffalo
for his doctoral work in medical an-
thropology, Professor Dye focused

ona p_roject in matef”‘?' and child eign Language Teaching Assistant. Y
health in Kashmir for his disserta- — op eave from his position as a |eC'Fash|on show with SU students at the
tion. More recently, Prof. Dye has  {rer in English from BRACUN- 76 0

Mohammad Mahmhudul Haque is
currently teaching Bengali at Syra-
cuse University as a Fulbright For-
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more. We all thank Ann Gold for four years of wonder- SAATHII reference library by watching short independ-
ful leadership. ent films made by local activists on issues of same
We on the South Asia Center staff wish health, sexuality.

food, shelted for human securify for all South SAATHII employees, most of whom are queer

Asians. Most of us, we wish for peace in the region andactivists, welcomed me wholeheartedly, and | was imme-

between its many varied peoples. diately comfortable in their company. One member of the
staff, Subadeep, a transgendered activist and musician,
decided to adopt me as her son and insisted that that | call

Susan Snow Wadley her Amummy.o Sonali, the do

January 17, 2009 aged me to speak in Bengali, and Santosh, the SAATHII
outreach coordinator, treated me as a friend and confi-
dant. | was also invited to office parties and other social
gatherings where | met with activists, scholars, and sup-
porters from various queer networks.

Preliminary Research Towards Mapping
&EDOFXWWDYV 4XHHU ORYHPHQW

This past December | conducted preliminary
research on queer collective action for social change in
Calcutta. The oral history of queer activism in this city
can be traced back to 1989 when a small group of gay
men got together to form a club. In 1999, Calcutta was
host to the first queer pride parade in India. Today, the
city and its surrounding districts are home to a network
of approximately twentfive different organizations
that work on issues of samsex sexuality.

A couple of stressful days after my arrival in
Calcutta, | was finally ready to go out into the city all
by myself. By this time | had found an expensive pay-
ing guest accommodation in the Salt Lake neighbor-
hood that was willing to host a ndndian Muslim. Un-
derstandably, most landlords were tense in the after-
math of the Mumbai terrorist attacks. After two noisy
rickshaw rides, thirty minutes of standing in a crowded
bus, and fifteen minutes of walking along dlzsten
streets, | finally reached my destination. Taking this
route to the SAATHII (Solidarity and Action Against
The HIV Infection in India) office became a part of my
daily routine for the remainder of my morting stay
in Calcutta.

The primary goal of SAATHII, a nen
government organization (NGO) where | volunteered,
to create an awareness of HIV/AIDS and to strengthen
efforts towards the prevention and treatment of the in-
fection. | spend my time at SAATHII working on sev-
eral ongoing projects, such as analyzing surveys from
media advocacy training workshops, and editing inter-
view questionnaires for a baseline project on coalition . ; . .
building amongst community based organizations. | fieldwork is fraught with _dangers for peer educqtors,
spent every opportunity | had speaking to the organiza—many of them' are effemmate_ men who are rogtmely har-
tionds employees about t HSedduriggineentiopswithdarggt papulafions, ¢ o g

views on social change. | also made good use of the  contd on pg 14

My friends at SAATHII introduced me to repre-
sentatives of other key organizations like Manas Bangla, a
grant funded coalition of thirteen community based or-
ganizations (CBO) located in different parts of West Ben-
gal. | learned that each CBO has its own BioCenter
(DIC) that functions not only as a clinic but also a safe
space where local queer support groups can host their
monthly meetings and social events.

| visited two of the four DICs based in Calcutta.
The Kadapara DIC was a small apartment with two
rooms, a kitchen, and a bathroom. One of the rooms was
set up as a clinic, complete with a bed and medical sup-

iSplies, from where a doctor administered treatment to pa-
tients. The other room was used as a common area. Here,
| observed a meeting in which peer educators narrated
their experiences from the field. The role of peer educa-
tors is to go to cruising areas, such as parks and public
toilets, to advise men on sagex practices and on the

risks of sexually transmitted diseases. | discovered that



