
 

South Korea where he met 

President Lee Myung-Bak and 

others to discuss Korean Penin-

sula security and other areas of 

interest. 

(conõt on page 6) 

Welcome to News and Views, 

the Maxwell Executive Educa-

tion Degree Programõs News-

letter.  We envision this publica-

tion as a way to keep in touch 

with you and vice versa!  We 

are branching out in numerous 

ways to reinvigorate the sense 

of community you experienced 
while at Maxwell.   Look for 

information on how to join our 

new Facebook and LinkedIn 

groups on page 6. 

 
Maxwellõs Executive Education 

Program was founded in 1964.  

The programs have evolved; the 

MA-PA is now the EMPA, there 

are new options within the Cer-

tificates of Advanced Study 

(both stand-alone and concur-

rent), the Public Administration 

and International Relations de-

partments merged to become 

PA-IA  and Maxwell was proud 

to announce a new dean this 

past summer. 

 
New Dean:  Dean James 

Steinberg joined Maxwell July 

1.  He most recently was U.S. 

Deputy Secretary of State and 

previously served as dean of the 

LBJ School of Public Affairs from 

2006-2009.  Dean Steinberg 

travelled to Beijing in November 

to meet with the dean and facul-

ty of the School of Public Policy 

and Management at Tsinghua 

University.   He also participat-

ed in the U.S.-China Dialogue, 

hosted by the Center for Amer-

ican Progress and the China-

U.S. Exchange Foundation.  In 

October, the dean travelled to 
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Executive Education is excited 

to be partnering with Open 

Society Foundations, our newest 

sponsor.  OSFõs mission is to 

òbuild vibrant and tolerant de-

mocracies whose governments 

are accountable to their citi-

zensó (http://www.soros.org/

about) and to this end 

has sponsored eight 
EMPA students from 

Moldova and Georgia.    

These students are 

from the Ministries of 

Health and Environment and 

intend to gain skills in public 

administration while at Maxwell.  

This will allow them to transfer 

and apply that knowledge upon 

return to their countriesõ minis-

tries.  The sponsorship extends 

approximately 21 months to 

allow for the opportunity to 

gain additional experience in 

various agencies and organiza-

tions across the country.  In 

advance of the sponsorship,  

Assistant Director Margaret 

Lane travelled to Moldova and 

Georgia last spring to meet 

prospective students.  It also 

Sponsor Spotlight:   

Open Society Foundations  
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allowed her to catch up with 

Khatuna Khvichia, õ08, in Tbilisi.  

Khatuna is currently a Project 

Management Specialist for 

USAID in Tbilisi.   

Additionally, Margaret was able 

to visit with former Humphrey 

Fellow Alexei Ionasco in Chis-

inau, Moldova.  Current OSF 

students include from 
Moldova:  Mihail Belousi-

uc, Petru Butucel, Andrei 

Ursache and from Geor-

gia:  Nino Esakia, Irma 

Gurguliani, Giorgi Lebani-

dze, Mariam Mrevlishvilli, 

Ketevan Zaridze.   

This yearõs class of 97 hails from 

18 different countries and brings 

with them a variety of public, 

nonprofit and NGO back-

grounds.   These students are 

pursuing EMPA, EMIR or CAS 

degrees, including  32 students 

who are enrolled in the Defense 

Comptroller Program.   
This year, the student body is 

comprised of over 40% interna-

tional students.  All told, stu-

dents hail from Colombia, 

Egypt, Georgia, Ghana, India, 

Japan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Mol-
dova, Myanmar, Pakistan,  Philip-

pines, Russia, South Korea, 

Spain, Turkey, United States 

and Venezuela.  
Itõs a privilege to welcome such 

an impressive cohort of stu-

dents to the Maxwell School 

and Executive Education! 

Right:  EMPA, 

EMIR and 

CAS students 

pose for a 

group photo 

during their 

August 2011 

orientation. 

Meet This Yearõs Class 

Name that flag:  
These flags represent the coun-

tries of this yearõs Executive 

Education degree students. 

From top:  Colombia, 

Georgia, India, Kenya, 

Moldova, Pakistan, 

Russia, Turkey, United 

States,  

http://www.soros.org/about
http://www.soros.org/about


 

   Welcome to the new edition 

of the Executive Education 

Degree Program newsletter.  

Thanks to everyone who re-

plied to our request for news 

and updates- the response was 

overwhelming!   I am really glad 

that Maxwell has a great server 

because otherwise you may 

have crashed the system!! 

 
Those news items which ar-

rived after Tuesday, November 

15 will be included in the next 

newsletter, which we expect to 

send out in March.  Please read 

on to hear of news from your 

Executive Education colleagues. 

 

1990õs: 
Mr. Michael Evans, õ96, has 

a successful company which 

provides organizational and 

professional development to 

federal agencies and corpora-

tions.  His clientele includes:  

US Army Corps of Engineers;  

Environmental Protection 
Agency; Secret Service Agency; 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 

and Explosives Agency (ATF); 

Homeland Security; and nu-

merous National Guard Bu-

reaus. 
Mr. Houcheng Zhai, õ99, has 

moved to Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada and has his own busi-

ness working in international 

education programs for English 

training, university application 

and preparation for students 

from China. 

 

2000õs: 
Ms. Nevila Como, õ03, 

works as a consultant to the 

Albanian government and the 

Council of Ministers, and also 

teaches public administration 

to political science undergradu-

ate students at the University 

of Tirana.  She is considering a 

PhD in political science at the 

same university.   She sends 

her regards to each of you who 

know her! 

 

Ms. Lourdes del Carpio, 

õ03, has two children, ages two 

and six years old.  She has been 

doing great things with micro-

insurance as manager of the 

agricultural insurance depart-

ment at a private insurance 

company in Peru.  She has won 

a grant from ILO and has trav-

eled to other countries to pre-
sent about her work in rural 

areas.  And she invites us to 

plan an alumni gathering some-

time soon! 
Mr. Adrian Dodita, õ05, is 

working for the Romanian gov-

ernment as the Secretary of 

Stateõs Personal Advisor.  The 

IMF and World Bank have been 

working in Romania 

and there is a Max-

wellian World Bank 

representative in 

Bucharest.  He wish-

es to assist anyone 

who is interested in 

expanding into Roma-

nia/Eastern Europe.  

Thank you for your 

wonderful invitation 

to host us in Romania 

too!! 
Mr. Mitsuhide 

Tanaka, õ06, re-

members arriving in 

Syracuse on a cold 

January, 2005 day.  

Since returning to 

Japan, he and his wife 

have been blessed 

with their daughter 

Aoi.  He presently is the Chief 

Official of the Road Bureau for 

the Ministry of Land, Infrastruc-

ture, Transport and Tourism, 

working to òrecover from the 

Great East Japan Earthquake 

and rebuild the nationõs econo-

my.ó 
Ms. Anuradha Chagti, õ06, 

sends her regards to all.  She 

was just promoted to Director 

in the Government of India 
working on the Right to Infor-

mation/Freedom of Infor-

mation. 
Ms. Ana Menezes, õ06 sent a 

lovely hello from Mozambique.  

And I send her smiles back! 
Dr. Deepak Buch, õ07, sends 

his greetings to everyone! 
Mr. Manoj Pant, õ07, and his 

family have recently moved to 

Washington DC, where he has 

recently joined the World 

Bank. 
Ms. Carol Fitzgerald, õ08, is 

funneling her energy into help-

ing at the Refugee Center in 

Utica.  She attributes her inter-
est from having ògained a great-

er understanding of people 

from other countries when I 

was a Maxwell student,ó alt-

hough the refugee population is 

quite different from the inter-

national students who attended 

class with her. 
Mr. Oinam Nabakishore 

Singh, õ08, sends his best 

wishes and fond regards. 

 

2010õs: 
The hometown of Mr. Go 

Takahashi, õ10, suffered the 

catastrophic natural disasters of 

the tsunami and earthquake last 

March 11th.  These tragedies 

spurred him to join the grass-

roots organization Japanplat- 

(conõt on page 6) 
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Name that flag é 

(continued) 

From top:  Egypt, Gha-

na, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Myanmar, Philippines, 

South Korea, Venezue-

la, Spain 

 
 



EMPA/CAS students and CELF Fellows toured Onondaga Community College last spring.  They met with 

college administrators and faculty to discuss higher education at the community college level.  Pictured, left to 

right, top row:  Amy Kremenek (OCC/õ11 EMPA), Ramesh Ganta (EMPA), Mandeep Sandhu (CAS), Girija 

Mandalika (EMPA),  Nazek Saleh (CELF),  Aijana Djusupova (EMPA), Satbir Bedi (CAS), Atef Ahmed (CELF), 

Martha Ketcham (Executive Education staff).  Bottom row:  Madhusan Padhi (EMPA), Tareq Qassar (CELF), 

Enayatullah Alamyar (EMPA), Hassan Hakeem (CELF), Russ Corbin (OCC).  The group also travelled to the 

Onondaga County 911 Emergency Communications Center for a discussion and tour of its facilities.  This  

photo appeared in Onondaga Community Collegeõs annual report. 

December 2010 Graduation Celebration  
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Executive Education Students and Fellows Visit 

Photo courtesy OCC 

Family and friends provided a paparazzi experience during last Decemberõs graduation celebration.  Greg 

Munno and Gifty Biyira offered their thoughts about their Maxwell experience and Professor Soonhee Kim 

offered her perspective as the graduates leave Syracuse University and the Maxwell School. 
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A newer feature to the Masterõs 

Project Capstone course (PPA 

996) is a poster session.  The 

course is one of three required 

courses for the EMPA degree.  

The session provides an oppor-
tunity for Capstone students to 

present their group research to 

the greater Maxwell community. 

 

 

Above: Miok Kim, Gifty Biyira and 

Mikio Endo show Professor Stuart 

Bretschnieder their poster on In-

novative Ways of Recycling, a com-

parative look at recycling programs 

in South Korea, Ghana and Germa-

ny.   
Left: Sungdae An and Sanjay Cha-

hande presented their poster enti-

tled, òRestructuring Onondaga 

County Government from the 

Regional Governance Perspective.ó 

 

Alum Organizes Evening of Peacebuilding 

Through the Arts  
Sandeep Silas,õ08, pictured in the center of 

the photo to the right, organized an evening 

of music and poetry as a peace bridge be-

tween India and Pakistan, called òIbadat-e-

Aman, An Evening of Sufiyana kalaamó in 

New Dehli.   

Executive Education Program Manager Dan 

Nelson (on the left, top photo) was in at-

tendance and remarked how wonderful the 

evening was and that many government 

officials, including the former Chief Minister 

of Goa, were in attendance.   

Sandeep is currently the private secretary to 

Union Minister of Labour & Employment in 

New Dehli and often spreads a good word 

about his Maxwell experience.  He is re-

membered for his poems heõd read at nu-

merous occasions while at Maxwell!  Pic-

tured in both photos with Sandeep is re-

nowned Pakistani musician Ustad Shafqat Ali 

Khan. 
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New degrees:   The Executive 

Master of International Relations 

(EMIR) and Certificate of Ad-

vanced Study (CAS) in E-

government Management and 

Leadership join other certifi-

cates and degrees in the Execu-

tive Education program.  The 

EMIR is a flexible 30-credit cur-

riculum for midcareer profes-

sionals looking to build or bol-

ster his or her experience in the 

arena of international relations.  

The 12-credit e-Gov certificate 

provides context and under-

standing of the ever-evolving 

sector of technology within e-

government applications. 

 
DCP retirement/new DCP 

director:  The Defense Comp-

troller Program, a joint program 

between Whitman School of 

Management and Maxwellõs Ex-

ecutive Education program, 

welcomed a new director No-

Whatõs newé  

vember 1.  

Irma P. 

Finocchia-

ro, õ91 

MBA,  is the 

new Director 

of Defense 

Programs at 

the Whitman School of Man-

agement.   She takes the helm 

from retired Col. David B. 

Berg,  who was the assistant 

dean of executive education/

defense programs at Whitman 

from 1995-2011.  Finocchiaro 

most recently was deputy chief 

of staff, G-8 (comptroller) for 

the U.S. Army Europe head-

quarters in Heidelberg, Germa-

ny. 

 
PAIA merger:   Interim 

Dean Michael Wasylenko 

announced plans to merge the 

Public Administration and Inter-

national Relations departments 

in Fall 2010.  Since then, the 

departments have completed 

this transition and are now the 

Department of Public Admin-

istration and International Af-

fairs and chaired by Ross Ru-

benstein.  
You can look forward to greater 

communication from us, but 
weõd also love to hear from you!  

Please let us know how you are 

doing, what you are up to and 

how your Maxwell experience, 

regardless of how recent, has 

helped you achieve your profes-

sional goals.  We wish all of you 

the best and are glad to know 

you carry on the ideals of 

George Maxwell. 

 

(conõt from pg. 3) 

 
form (JPF) to assist his neigh-

bors.  His region also received 

aid from the World Food Pro-

gram and McKinsey & Compa-

ny.  Under Japanplatform, 

which coordinated the efforts 

of these agencies, along with 

the Japanese government and  

private companies, these ef-

forts were more sustainable 

and effective. 
Major Kevin Guthrie, õ10, is 

enjoying his new duty station in 

San Antonio.  He works at Fort 

Sam Houston for the Armyõs 

Installation Management Com-

mand taking care of Religious 

Support for the garrisons on 

the west side of the U.S. 
Mr. Young Hun Oh, õ10, is 

preparing for a promotion 

exam within the police force in 

Korea.  Good luck to you, 

Young Hun! 
Mr. Jiwei Zhang, õ10, and his 

wife have a new baby girl, QiQi, 

born in September.  He sends 

his happy greetings to everyone. 
Ms. Thara Dayalan, õ11, is 

now posted as Special Commis-

sioner, Commercial Tax Depart-

ment (value added tax) for the 

state of Gujurat.  She and her 

family are well and wishes every-

one well and great health! 
Ms. Hong Anh Vu,  õ11, just 

defended her Anthropology 

dissertation on 11-11-11.  Con-

gratulations, that is very impres-

sive!!! 

 
We always love to hear of your 

successes (and challenges) and 

encourage you to stay in touch.  

You will see we have created a 

Facebook page as well as a 

Linked In profile to help facilitate 

this contact.  Information about 

Alumni updates...  

how to join is in the sidebar of this 

page to your left. 
I hope you keep Executive Educa-

tion and Maxwell close to your 

hearts and know that although 

although you are no longer at 

Maxwell, you always have a home 

here! 

 

With best wishes, 

 

We want to hear from you! 

Join us on Facebook and 

LinkedIn.  Itõs a great way to 

keep up to date on what is 

happening with your former 

Maxwell colleagues as well as 

happenings in executive Educa-

tion Degree Programs. 
If you have news, views, photos 

or other updates, òlikeó our 

Maxwell Executive Degree 

Programs, Syracuse Uni-

versity  page on Facebook 

(www.facebook.com).  You can 

post thoughts, share photos 

and join the conversation with 

others in the Maxwell commu-

nity.    

The same goes for LinkedIn 

(www.linkedin.com)! Join our 

group, Executive Education 

Programs, Maxwell School, 

Syracuse University.  

LinkedIn is a wonderful profes-

sional networking venue and 
with a little searching you will 

find quite a few Maxwell alumni 

groups.  Career and Alumni 

Services also utilizes LinkedIn 

extensively. 

 
Both these pages are new and 

we are relying on our fantastic 

alumni to turn our pages into a 

community!   

 

Keeping in 

touch with 

each other  
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Mark Lichtenstein, õ05, was appointed Executive Director of the Syra-

cuseCoE Center for Sustainable Community Solutions in 2010. That same year, 

Mark was elected President of the National Recycling Coalition, Inc. and is 

currently engaged in the creation of a recycling program in Puerto Rico and the 

U.S. Virgin Islands. This year he won a grant to start the new NYS Institute for 

Construction & Debris Recycling at Syracuse University starting in 2011.  

Since 2009, Lijun Du, õ05, has been President of Nanshan 

America, a large conglomerate and a top 120 company. In 

China.  He oversees its business in North and South America.  Nashan, an enter-

prise in many sectors such as aluminum, real estate, textiles, tourism and energy, has 

invested $200 million in the U.S. since 2009.  Before attending Maxwell, Lijun re-

ceived his Masterõs Degree at Purdue University and is cur-

rently living in China.  

Arend van Gaalen, õ97, of Lelystad, the Netherlands, writes that he and his wife are facing the struggles 

of her early-onset Alzheimerõs disease.  He is her primary caregiver and notes the healthcare policy issues 

facing his country surrounding care for Alzheimerõs, especially in the less populated regions of the Nether-

lands.  His experience led him to advocate for greater political attention be paid to those suffering from 

early-onset dementia and to this effect thereõs now a working group founded by men whose wives are 

afflicted with Alzheimerõs at a young age.  He is grateful for his education at Maxwell which still is of great 

value as he grapples with this healthcare tragedy on both a personal and professional level. 

Two former Maxwell Humphrey 

Fellows are continuing as EMPA 

students and expect to graduate 

in May 2012.   
Jungwook Auh , above, is a 

Deputy Director at the Korea 

Communication Commission 
where she is responsible for 

ICT technology standardization 

strategies.   
Nicolas Hernandez, below, 

has a background in nonprofits 

with an emphasis on transparent 

democracy and youth develop-

ment in his native Colombia.   
Both spent the 2010-2011 pro-

gram year as Humphrey Fel-

lows.   

After spending a year as the Internal Communications Director at the Food Bank of 

CNY, Kathleen Stress, õ07, is now Director of Internal Operations. She supervises 

seven department managers and manages a staff of 24, overseeing the Food Bankõs daily 

operations as well as strategic planning.  According to Kathleen, her new position has 

proven to be an excellent environment to use skills she learned at Maxwell ð from be-

ing able to provide managerial feedback to handling organizational change. A CNY resi-

dent, Kathleen and her husband Mark are the proud parents of 7 year old Son, Orion 

and currently care for three dogs.  

Humphrey  
Fellowship alumni 

on campus  

After Graduating from Maxwell, Lisa D. Alford, õ01, served as the Director of 

Child and Youth Services at P.E.A.C.E., Inc until 2007. Since then, Lisa was appoint-

ed to be Commissioner of the Onondaga County Department of Aging and Youth 

where she continues to serve today. Lisaõs son Caleb, born while she was complet-

ing her Certificate in Advanced Studies, is now 12 years old and in the 7th grade.   

Don Freer, õ00, recently has worked as a Logistics 

Management Specialist in the Army Reserveõs Military 

Technician Program based in Schenectady, NY.  Previ-

ously, he served as an officer in Operation Iraqi Free-

dom in 2008-2009 and in Operation Enduring Freedom 

in Afghanistan, in 2010-2011.  He is pictured here in 

Afghanistan (in uniform, on right, holding the sign) 

thanking a school from Omaha, Nebraska, for donating 

school supplies for Afghan children in a small village 

outside Kabul. 

Majed A. AlAbdan, õ07, is serving as a first secretary in Saudi Arabiaõs Ministry of For-

eign Affairs.  He feels his degree from Maxwell bestows a great honor and sense of re-

sponsibility as he serves his country.  Majed states that he uses the knowledge gained 

during his time at Syracuse on a regular basis.  He has a wife and two-year-old daughter 

named Jana.  
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Celebrations:  Lunar New Year  

Celebrations:  Pumpkin Party  

 
A favorite tradition in Executive Education is 

the annual Lunar New Year party!  Held at 

Tokyo Seoul Restaurant, the party features 

Korean specialties, sushi, and karaoke!   
This event has become so popular that we 

almost have outgrown Mrs. Kimõs establish-

ment!  We are all looking forward to the next 

party in January to celebrate the Year of the 

Dragon! 

Our pumpkin party is 

proving to be almost as 

popular as Lunar New 

Year as the various Execu-

tive Education groups get 

together to celebrate Hal-

loween and learn the 

American custom of carv-

ing pumpkins into jack-o-

lanterns.  These photos 

are from the past 2 years 

of pumpkin parties. 


