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COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Women are now the fastest growing segment of the prison population in the United States, with the U.S. incarcerating more women than any nation in the world.  Some scholars have dubbed this trend “equality with a vengeance”:  less violent than their male counterparts, more women are serving time as the result of a complex host of punitive shifts in criminal justice and gendered social and economic changes, and there is widespread evidence that incarcerated women are underserved relative to incarcerated men.  
In this class, we will study these social problems in detail in the context of a research evaluation of one innovative prison program at the Women’s Eastern Reception, Diagnostic and Correctional Center (WERDCC) in Vandalia, Missouri.  In partnership with CHAMP Assistance Dogs, Inc., WERDCC runs a service dog training program in which inmate-participants work with and train service dogs (see www.champdogs.org/prison-program).  
This unique research seminar is designed to provide us with the opportunity to collaboratively produce a process evaluation of this program for the Missouri Department of Corrections.  As such, this is a work-intensive field research course.  It should be incredibly rewarding, but in order for us to accomplish our goals, everyone must be committed, engaged, and prepared to work consistently throughout the semester.  If you are unable or unwilling to do so, you should consider enrolling in a different course. 
We will begin with an intensive review of qualitative research methods and ethics, and throughout the semester will review the extant literature on gender, crime and criminal justice; and the benefits of animal/human interaction.  Data collection will be a joint effort, with each student completing two to three qualitative in-depth interviews to be pooled for the Final Report.  Specifically, we will conduct interviews with participating inmates, ex-offenders, and program staff; and each student will keep a fieldwork journal.  This will require several weeks of regional travel, to WERDCC and/or in St. Louis.  PLEASE NOTE:  Failure to complete your share of the data collection will result in your exclusion from participation in production of data analysis/coding and the research findings paper (i.e., 30% of your final grade).

Each student will work independently to produce section drafts of the final report (including portions of the literature review and/or methodology), and then work collaboratively in a team to finalize the section they have taken responsibility for.  Throughout the semester, assignments will provide you with experience in reading, assessing, conducting and analyzing research.  Some assignments involve providing and receiving feedback on your work from classmates.  This feedback should be invaluable as you proceed with your portion of the project.  All of the assignments are meant to build toward our production of the Final Report.  
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:  The course is designed to involve intensive class discussion as we immerse ourselves in relevant research, develop our research strategy, and share our experiences ‘in the field.’  In order for us to be successful in this endeavor, it is necessary that you (a) come to class every day, (b) have read the assigned readings prior to each class meeting, and (c) come to class prepared to participate.  

To this end, each student is permitted one unexcused absence without losing points.  The second unexcused absence will result in 2 percentage points deducted from your final grade; the third 3 additional percentage points; and so on.  I also reserve the right to hold periodic pop quizzes to ensure that readings are completed on time.  Students who fail two quizzes will have 5 percentage points subtracted from their final course grade.  For each additional failed quiz, another 5 percentage points will be subtracted.

REQUIRED READINGS:
1.  James Spradley, The Ethnographic Interview
2.  Barbara Owens, ‘In the Mix’: Struggle and Survival in a Women’s Prison
3.  Patricia O’Brien, Making it in the ‘Free World’:  Women in Transition from Prison
4.  Course Packet – research articles and materials posted on My Gateway (MG)
GRADING:  


Fieldnotes – guest speaker visit

  

  5%



Fieldnotes – first visit to WERDCC

  

  5%



NIH Certificate & Preliminary Interview Questions

  5%



Fieldwork Journal





10%


Data Collection





10%


Transcript Exchange





10%



Final Report Section Draft




10%



Collaborative Revisions for Final Report 


10%



Data Analysis/Coding for Final Report


15%


Research Methods & Findings Paper



20%

ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY:  Late assignments will not be accepted without my PRIOR consent, and will lose points unless they are late due to a documented university approved excuse.  Please do your own work.  Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive a zero on the assignment, and the case will be forwarded to the university’s academic misconduct board.  Plagiarism includes direct verbatim quotations lifted from written sources without citation, as well as paraphrasing quotes without citations.  If you are using the ideas of an author, give the author credit for her or his work.

SPECIFICATIONS FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:  It is your responsibility to keep an extra copy of any written work that is turned in.  Please note the following additional specifications—you will lose points if these specifications are not met:  


(1) Type size must not exceed 12 point (use Times New Roman)

(2) Line spacing must not exceed double spacing


(3) There must be no extra spaces between paragraphs


(4) Margins should be one inch (use Page Setup in Microsoft Word to ensure that all 


margins are set at 1”)

(5) Papers and other assignments must be proofread for spelling and grammar errors

DISABILITY SERVICES:  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the DisAbility Access Services Office in 144 Millennium Student Center at 516-6554 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are arranged in a timely fashion.

Course Schedule & Assigned Readings
1/14
COURSE INTRODUCTION – Guest Speakers from CHAMP Assistance Dogs, Inc.
Please take detailed notes, and ask engaged questions about the project’s operation, goals, and accomplishments – these notes should be typed up and e-mailed to me (jodymiller@umsl.edu) no later than WEDNESDAY 1/16
1/21
NO CLASS – Martin Luther King Holiday

1/28
WOMEN, CRIME & JUSTICE


READINGS:  
O’Brien, Making it in the Free World, Chapter 1





Owen, In the Mix, Chapter 3




Miller & Mullins, “Feminist Theories of Crime” (MG)




Steffensmeier & Schwartz, “Trends in Female Criminality” (MG)




Daly, “Women’s Pathways to Felony Court” (MG)





Bush-Baskette, “The War on Drugs as a War against Black 
Women” (MG)
Chesney-Lind and Pollock, “Women’s Prisons” (MG)
Kruttschnitt et al., “Doing Her Own Time?” (MG)

2/4
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH – METHODS AND ETHICS 


DUE:  Completion Certificate – NIH Human Participants Protection Education for 

Research Teams online course: (http://cme.cancer.gov/clinicaltrials/learning/ 
humanparticipant-protections.asp)


READINGS:
Spradley, The Ethnographic Interview, Chapters 1-3





Owen, In the Mix, Chapter 2





O’Brien, Making it in the Free World, Appendix A & B




Murphy and Dingwall, “The Ethics of Ethnography” (MG)





Kirsch, “Friendship, Friendliness, and Feminist Fieldwork” (MG)





Emerson et al., “Participant Observation and Fieldnotes” (MG)





Fieldwork Journal Excerpt (MG)

2/11
SITE VISIT/TOUR – Women’s Eastern Reception, Diagnostic and Correctional Center



READINGS:
Owen, In the Mix, Chapter 4 (p. 86 onwards only), Chapter 5, 






Chapter 6 (pp. 175-188 only)
Plan to write jotted notes as soon as possible upon exiting WERDCC.  From these, construct detailed fieldnotes about your observations and conversations during the site visit.  Include asides, commentaries, and/or in-process memos about how your observations compare/relate to what you have read about women’s prisons.  These fieldnotes should be typed up and e-mailed to me (jodymiller@umsl.edu) no later than WEDNESDAY 2/13
2/18
DESIGNING THE RESEARCH STRATEGY 

DUE:  draft set of in-depth interview questions – to be e-mailed to me by NOON


READINGS:  
Spradley, The Ethnographic Interview, Steps 1-4




Heyl, “Ethnographic Interviewing” (MG)




Interview A (MG)





Wilson and Barker, “Challenges in Designing Human-Animal 





Interaction Research” (MG)





Strimple, “A History of Prison Inmate-Animal Interaction 





Programs” (MG)

2/25
GENDER & COMMUNITY REINTEGRATION


FINALIZING THE RESEARCH STRATEGY


READINGS:  
O’Brien, Making it in the Free World, Chapters 2-4




Richie, “Challenges Incarcerated Women Face as They Return to 
Their Communities” (MG)
3/3
COMPLETION OF FIRST INTERVIEW

3/10
CODING & ANALYZING INTERVIEW ACCOUNTS

DUE:  THREE copies of interview transcript # 1 for exchange



READINGS:
Spradley, The Ethnographic Interview, Steps 5-11




(Re-read & bring) Interview A (MG)
3/17
REVISITING DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES & PRELIMINARY CODING

DUE:  TWO copies of transcript exchange feedback



READINGS:
Sadler, “Intuitive Data Processing as a Potential Source of Bias in 






Naturalistic Evaluations” (MG)

3/24
NO CLASS – Spring Break 

3/31
COMPLETION OF REMAINING INTERVIEWS

DUE:  FOUR copies of Final Report Section Draft

4/7
COLLABORATIVE WRITING

DUE:  Fieldwork Journal



READINGS:
Team Members’ Final Report Section Drafts

4/14
DISTRIBUTION OF DATA FOR RESEARCH FINDINGS PAPERS


WRITING RESEARCH REPORTS


DUE:  All completed interview transcripts (submit one paper copy of each + submit 


each electronically via e-mail)


READINGS:
Spradley, The Ethnographic Interview, Step 12




Matthews, “Crafting Qualitative Research Articles” (MG)
4/21
WRITING RESEARCH REPORTS, CONT.

DUE:  Collaborative Revisions for Final Report


READINGS:
Lofland and Lofland, “Dissecting Fieldstudy Reports” (MG)





Britton and Button, “Prison Pups” (MG)




Britton and Button, “This Isn’t About Us” (MG)
4/28
DISCUSSION OF ANALYSIS/FINDINGS

DUE:  Data Analysis/Coding for Final Report (don’t forget to keep a copy for 



yourself for use in writing the Research Findings Paper!)
5/8
Research Methods & Findings Paper Due 
PLEASE NOTE:  I will make every attempt to stick to the syllabus as written, but scheduling conflicts may come up that require us to make minor adjustments.
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