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EDUCATION 

 

Duke University 

 Ph.D., Political Science, 2005 

M.A., Political Science, 2002 

Dissertation: “The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith’s 

Response to Rousseau” 

Committee: Ruth Grant (chair), Michael Gillespie, Tom Spragens, Neil De Marchi 

 

Michigan State University 

B.A., Political Theory and Constitutional Democracy (James Madison College), 2000 

Graduated summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, Honors College 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

 

Syracuse University 

Professor, Department of Political Science, Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 

Affairs, 2019–present 

Co-director, Political Philosophy Program, 2020–present 

 Senior Research Associate, Campbell Public Affairs Institute, 2019–present 

 

Tufts University 

Professor and Chair, Department of Political Science, 2018–2019 

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 2014–2018 

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2009–2014 

 

University of Houston 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science and the Honors College, 2008–2009 

 

Brown University 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Political Theory Project, 2007–2008 

 

Bowdoin College 

 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Government, 2005–2007  

mailto:dcrasmus@syr.edu
https://www.maxwell.syr.edu/psc/Rasmussen,_Dennis/


Rasmussen 

 

 

 

2 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books 

 

Fears of a Setting Sun: The Disillusionment of America’s Founders. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, forthcoming in 2021. 

 

The Infidel and the Professor: David Hume, Adam Smith, and the Friendship That Shaped 

Modern Thought. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017. Paperback edition 

issued in 2019. 336 pp. 
 

 • Shortlisted for Phi Beta Kappa’s Ralph Waldo Emerson Award (2018) 

• Named one of the best books of the year by The Guardian (Julian Baggini), Bloomberg 

(Tyler Cowen), Five Books (Nigel Warburton), Project Syndicate (Kaushik Basu), 

and Australian Book Review (Paul Giles) 

• Named book of the week by Times Higher Education 

• Reviewed in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and other popular outlets 

• Subject of a Hume Society Conference book panel (2018) 

• Subject of a symposium in Rivista di filosofia (2018) 

• Spanish, Italian, Chinese, and Korean translations 

• Audiobook version available via Tantor Audio 

 

The Pragmatic Enlightenment: Recovering the Liberalism of Hume, Smith, Montesquieu, and 

Voltaire. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014. Paperback edition issued in 

2017. 357 pp. 
 

• Subject of a symposium in the Adam Smith Review (2017) 

 

The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society: Adam Smith’s Response to Rousseau. 

University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2008. Paperback edition issued in 

2009. 208 pp. 
 

• Honorable Mention, Delba Winthrop Award (2008) 

 

Edited volumes 

 

Adam Smith and the Death of David Hume: The “Letter to Strahan” and Related Texts, ed. 

Dennis C. Rasmussen. Lanham, MD: Lexington, 2018. Paperback edition issued in 2020. 

108 pp. 

 

Adam Smith and Rousseau: Ethics, Politics, Economics, ed. Maria Pia Paganelli, Dennis C. 

Rasmussen, and Craig Smith. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018. Paperback 

edition issued in 2019. 336 pp. 

 

https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691210230/fears-of-a-setting-sun
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/11092.html
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/11092.html
https://www.pbk.org/Press/2018ShortList
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/nov/26/best-books-of-2017-part-two
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2017-11-29/must-reads-of-2017-from-space-to-chinese-noir
https://fivebooks.com/best-books/best-philosophy-books-2017/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/ps-commentators-best-reads-in-2017-by-ps-editors-2017-12
https://www.australianbookreview.com.au/abr-online/archive/2017/214-december-2017-no-397/4471-2017-books-of-the-year
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/books/review-the-infidel-and-the-professor-david-hume-adam-smith-and-the-friendship-that-shaped-modern-thought-dennis-c-rasmussen-princeton-university-press
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/21/business/dealbook/infidel-professor-adam-smith-david-hume.html?mcubz=0
https://www.wsj.com/articles/review-an-enlightened-friendship-between-the-infidel-and-the-professor-1509739157
https://www.humesociety.org/uploads/conferences/45/program.html
https://www.rivisteweb.it/doi/10.1413/91261
https://arpaeditores.com/products/el-infiel-y-el-profesor
https://www.einaudi.it/catalogo-libri/filosofia/filosofia-moderna/il-miscredente-e-il-professore-dennis-c-rasmussen-9788806241438/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/8962631873/
https://tantor.com/the-infidel-and-the-professor-dennis-c-rasmussen.html
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/philosophy/political-philosophy/pragmatic-enlightenment-recovering-liberalism-hume-smith-montesquieu-and-voltaire#K7QqIMgzRm4mulsk.97
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/philosophy/political-philosophy/pragmatic-enlightenment-recovering-liberalism-hume-smith-montesquieu-and-voltaire#K7QqIMgzRm4mulsk.97
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781315142043
http://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-03348-8.html
https://delbawinthrop.org/
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498586108
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-adam-smith-and-rousseau.html
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Articles 

 

“Mutual Sympathy, Hospitals, and Balls: David Hume’s Objection to the ‘Hinge’ of Adam 

Smith’s Moral Theory,” Adam Smith Review 13 (forthcoming 2021). 

 

“Adam Smith on What Is Wrong with Economic Inequality,” American Political Science Review 

110.2 (May 2016), 342–52. 

 

“If Rousseau Were Rich: Another Model of the Good Life,” History of Political Thought 36.3 

(Autumn 2015), 499–520. 

 

“Burning Laws and Strangling Kings?: Voltaire and Diderot on the Perils of Rationalism in 

Politics,” Review of Politics 73.1 (Winter 2011), 77–104. 

 

“Rousseau’s ‘Philosophical Chemistry’ and the Foundations of Adam Smith’s Thought,” History 

of Political Thought 27.4 (Autumn 2006), 620–41. 

 

“Does ‘Bettering Our Condition’ Really Make Us Better Off?: Adam Smith on Progress and  

Happiness,” American Political Science Review 100.3 (August 2006), 309–18. 

 

Book chapters 

 

“Rousseau and Hume: The Philosophical Quarrel,” in The Rousseauian Mind, ed. Eve Grace and 

Christopher Kelly (New York: Routledge, 2019), 119–29. 

 

“An Apology for Adam Smith, Friend of David Hume: The Dialogues Controversy,” in When in 

the Course of Human Events: 1776 at Home, Abroad, and in American Memory, ed. Will 

R. Jordan (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2018), 57–75. 

 

“Smith, Rousseau, and the True Spirit of a Republican,” in Adam Smith and Rousseau: Ethics, 

Politics, Economics, ed. Maria Pia Paganelli, Dennis C. Rasmussen, and Craig Smith 

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2018), 241–59. 

 

“Contemporary Political Theory as an Anti-Enlightenment Project,” in Rethinking the 

Enlightenment: Between History, Philosophy, and Politics, ed. Geoff Boucher and Henry 

Martyn Lloyd (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2018), 39–59. 

 

“Adam Smith and Rousseau: Enlightenment and Counter-Enlightenment,” in The Oxford 

Handbook of Adam Smith, ed. Christopher J. Berry, Maria Pia Paganelli, and Craig Smith 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 54–76. 

 

Review essay 

 

“Whose Impartiality? Which Self-Interest?: Adam Smith on Utility, Happiness, and Cultural  

Relativism,” Adam Smith Review 4 (2008), 247–53. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/adam-smith-on-what-is-wrong-with-economic-inequality/473CD7E8AFC93827FF0793DF1C798DAE
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/imp/hpt/2015/00000036/00000003/art00005
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-politics/article/burning-laws-and-strangling-kings-voltaire-and-diderot-on-the-perils-of-rationalism-in-politics/970A23571D5094202F1442AEC82FBAE8
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-politics/article/burning-laws-and-strangling-kings-voltaire-and-diderot-on-the-perils-of-rationalism-in-politics/970A23571D5094202F1442AEC82FBAE8
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/imp/hpt/2006/00000027/00000004/art00003
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/does-bettering-our-condition-really-make-us-better-off-adam-smith-on-progress-and-happiness/8F0A07D3B31CA2BF4509676E4A0F49E9
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/does-bettering-our-condition-really-make-us-better-off-adam-smith-on-progress-and-happiness/8F0A07D3B31CA2BF4509676E4A0F49E9
https://www.routledge.com/The-Rousseauian-Mind/Kelly-Grace/p/book/9781138205314
http://www.mupress.org/When-In-the-Course-of-Human-Events-1776-at-Home-Abroad-and-in-American-Memory-P975.aspx
https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-adam-smith-and-rousseau.html
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498558136/Rethinking-the-Enlightenment-Between-History-Philosophy-and-Politics
http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199605064.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199605064-e-4
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203888384/chapters/10.4324/9780203888384-19
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203888384/chapters/10.4324/9780203888384-19
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Invited responses 

 

“David Hume and Adam Smith: A Response to Lecaldano and Russell,” Rivista di filosofia 

109.3 (December 2018), 493–500. 

 

“The Pragmatic Enlightenment: A Response to Berry, Callanan, and Frazer,” Adam Smith 

Review 10 (2017), 138–47. 

 

Response to Daniel B. Klein’s review of The Problems and Promise of Commercial Society, in 

Adam Smith Review 7 (2014), 329–31. 

 

“Adam Smith on Commerce and Happiness: A Response to Den Uyl and Rasmussen,” Reason 

Papers 33 (Fall 2011), 95–101. 

 

Popular press and other media 

 

The Curious Task podcast episode, interview on The Infidel and the Professor, June 17, 2020. 

 

Ceterus Never Paribus podcast episode, interview on The Infidel and the Professor and other 

works, December 3, 2019. 

 

Ideas podcast episode, CBC Radio, expert commentary on Adam Smith, October 1, 2019. 

 

“The Infidel and the Professor: The Friendship of Adam Smith and David Hume,” 

AdamSmithWorks, November 2018. 

 

“The Best Books on Adam Smith” (interview), Five Books, February 12, 2018. 

 

EconTalk podcast episode, interview on The Infidel and the Professor, November 6, 2017. 

 

“He Died as He Lived: David Hume, Philosopher and Infidel,” Aeon, October 23, 2017. 

 

“The Infidel and the Professor” (interview), 3:AM Magazine, September 2, 2017. 

 

“National Friendship Day,” Princeton University Press Blog, August 6, 2017. 

 

“The Problem with Inequality, According to Adam Smith,” The Atlantic, June 9, 2016. 

https://www.rivisteweb.it/doi/10.1413/91261
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351392860/chapters/10.4324%2F9781315142043-11
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781135092566/chapters/10.4324%2F9780203070727-37
https://reasonpapers.com/pdf/33/rp_33_6.pdf
https://thecurioustask.podbean.com/e/ep-46-dennis-rasmussen-—-how-did-a-friendship-shape-modern-thought/
https://ceterisneverparibus.net/dennis-rasmussen-on-david-hume-and-adam-smith-episode-18/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/the-misunderstood-adam-smith-gets-both-credit-and-blame-for-modern-capitalism-1.5303759
https://www.adamsmithworks.org/life_times/the-infidel-and-the-professor-the-friendship-of-adam-smith-and-david-hume
https://fivebooks.com/best-books/adam-smith-dennis-rasmussen/
https://www.econtalk.org/dennis-rasmussen-on-hume-and-smith-and-the-infidel-and-the-professor/
https://aeon.co/ideas/he-died-as-he-lived-david-hume-philosopher-and-infidel
https://316am.site123.me/articles/the-infidel-and-the-professor
http://blog.press.princeton.edu/2017/08/06/dennis-rasmussen-national-friendship-day/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/06/the-problem-with-inequality-according-to-adam-smith/486071/
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